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- Travels, Advenawes, and preat "OR % 
Of F OUR Eminent 


Who in the Year 1680, Traveled through ROnce, Jtaly, add Turksy, 
to promote their RELJG 


W herein is fully Declared the Deſigns, [rank and Attempts 
of theſe Zealous Quakers, for the Coaverſion of the 


Great TURK and the POPE. 


. With a perfe& Account 
Of the Event and Succeſs of the Buſineſs, and of all the moſt remarka- 
ble Paſſages. As alſo a faithful Relation of their private Diſcourſes 


and Diſputes which paſſed between theſe Duakers and the PUR, the 
Cardinal his Couſin, and Cardinal Pool. 


Allo of their VOYAGE to 


Conſtantinople, 


And of their moſt Barbarous, cruel and bloody Death, by the Special 
Command of the Chief Governour the Great Turk. 
Who cauſed their Hands to be chop'd off, their Tongues to be cut out, 


and their Eyes bored out, and each Man to' have a ſharp Wooden 
Stake run in at his Fundament quite through his Body. 


Faithfull and compendiouſly related by John Elias Ela; who wa; 
Eye-witneſs to a great part of theſe Tranſaittions in Con- 
{tantino»le. 


With Allowance. 
Printed: for 1- . Clarke, at the Bible and Harpin Wet-mithilely, 168 L, 
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F T was towards the end of. March , -1n the year 21670-, that 


| (1) 
The True and frante Relation of the Travels, Adventares , and 
great Perſecution, of four Emment QUAKERS, ©&c. 
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Fobn Vatſon, Willia? Stubbs, Nathaniel Golden, and Row- 
land Fenkins all eminently known to be Zeading-mn among 


the Quakers : It was I ſay, about that time that theſe men ſaid 


chey had the Spir iz of Burnizg, and the Holy Anointing in them, 
and were called and ſent by God to preach the:Ever/2fting Goſpel 
to the Nations and Heathens. And theyfaid that the Child Feſus 


.* within themhad aſſured them of great ſucceſs,and'that the Lord 


would be. wonderfully with them inrrhis Diſpenſation , that they 


ſhould breake the Bread of Zife to the Nations, and that the. 


Springs of Life ſhould break forth out of their Bellies - Ir is a 
wonder to ſee what itrangeefteQts aud boldneſs theſe Fathuſiaſti- 
cal perſwaſions and Phanaticel Dreams cauſedin theſe poor men. 


-Fhey were now: ſwelled with hopes and expeQation of Won- 
- ders. They now eſolved to leave Exelaud,and embark for France, 
-and begin this great work of converting Nations and Heathens. 


Reader, 1do intend to give you a trucand impartial account 
of theſe mens ations in Forreign parts, asT have received it from 
their own mouths, and alſo been fully and faithfully informed by 
ſeveral other perſons of known worth and Integrity, who were 
eye-witne7es tothe ſame. TE 

Fohn Y#atſonwasa Gentleman of a pretty conſiderable eſtate 
and been well Educated, he had ſpent ſome years at the Univerſi- 
#3,and had-alſo formerly been a Traveller into Fraxce;Spain;and 


Faly, all which Languages he throughly-underſtood, andiſpake 


yery fluently. The other three were plain Country-men , and 
Knew no other Language but their own , but perſwaded them- 


ſelves ti ey ſhould have the Gift of Tongnes., and be indued with}; 


power from above, 


 -In-Zafter Week they took Shipping at Dover , and were foon þþ, 

waſted over to Calis. I find'not that they had any Impulſe of thi 

_ Spir tto {ay or attempt any thing,but that they travelled on very he 

peaceably and quietly, paying for what they had, and ſo cameto 

the great City Paris, where they [pent two daysonly, and then 
JISdD \\ advanced 
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advanced towards Zyoxs , where they continued about a Fort” . 3 
night. Here it was that the tumultuous Spirit began firſt to ſhew A 
it lelftothe French Nation, On April 27. William Stubbs ſaid he 
had received a command from God to ſpeak , and he ſignified as 
much to F#by YYatſon and the reſt. On the next day which was 
Sunday,about 10 of the Clock in the Forenoon, they went all 
four to the great Cathedral, or St. Zohns Church; where they were 
eclebrating high Maſs (as they call it) about the middle of the 
Maſs, YFillam Stubbs ona ſudden climbs over the Rails and 
goes up to the High Alter , where as he was beginning his Diſ- 
courſe in Zzgliſh(tor as yet he had not received his grft of tongues) 
the Church-Officers preſently lay hands on him and carry him out, 
and commit him to Priſon until the next day. On Murday the 
Officers have him before the Magiſtrate, who refuſes to meddle 

-L in this caſe, but cauſes him forthwith to be ſent to the Arch-Bi- 

ſhop. The Arch-Biſhop is highly offended with him for his bold 

attempt and reſolves to puniſh him with all ſeverity imaginable, 
he remits him to Priſon,and orders that the next day at 10 of the 

Clock in the monrning , he be brought before him again. On 

| 7ueſday he 1s {tritly examined what his intentions were , and 
how he durſt be fo bold to commit {o great a Crime in ſo publick 

- [and confident manner ; 'His anſwers were altogether imperti- 

| nent, and withal ſo ſawcy, that the Biſhop ſent him to the Houſe 

 L of Corretion where he was foundly laſhed. On Friday morning 

- | the Biſhop ordered him to be brought before him again ; anJ 
ſeemed to be much incenſed againſt this poor Quaker : Now the 

7 reaſon why his Grace was ſo herce againſt this poor man, was, 

© [becaule of his Servants had malicioully ſuggeſted to him that he 

df was ſet on and encouraged to offer this publick affront to their 

d 
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2 [Divine Service, by ſome of the #7z2070t Miniſters ; which was 
a moſt malicious untruth, for as yet theſe Quakers had not had 
- Jany of the leaſt correſpondence or converſe with any Proteſtant 
Nin France, as ey did all very ſoberly atteſt to me in /aly..' The ' 
Biſhop was reſolved to give him a tull hearing , and to ſift the 
n buſineſs to the bottom. He asked him if he was not fet on to 
OIithis irreverent action by the Fugozor Miniſters 2 He replyed no, - 
'Y Ihe was moved by the Spirit of God within hinz, and that it was 
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the Spirit of Barnivg arid the we FEW that had cauſed him 

todo as he haddone. And here heentred into a long diſcourte, 
telling the Arch-Biihop, and the Canons who were there preſent, 
that the Law of God was written upon mens hearts, and that 

now the time was come that they ſhould be taught of God . Now 
the Lords people were all to be Prophets, they were all to have 
fre!h Springs ariſc in their hearts. "i that the Lord had ſent 

hjm and rhree Friends more into theF parts, to break the bread 
of Life to the Nations, to open the hidden MyRerics of Chriſts 
Kingdom, to overthrow the Baby/oziſh Praitices of Rome, tO 
break the Serpents Head, and wound the great Zeviathan. 

. The 4rch-Biſhop, the Canons , and the whole Company were 
much aſtoniſhed at this mans confidence, and his wild and Fran- 
tick diſcourſe and anſwers, and began now to relent, and to pitty 
this poor man, and look upon him as a Mad-man, and one out of 
his ſenſes, and {o accordingly gave order to have lum tothe Hol-. 
pital of Mad People, and there carefully to be looked after until 
hegave further order. | 

About a week after this, 3 Ex2liſh Gentlemen hearing what 
hadpaſſed, and how that an #-2/;/þ man who was mad, was 
committed tothe Hoſpital of Mad-men: The Gentlemen went 
immediately to the Hoſpital to enquire the truth of the matter, 
when they came, the Keeper very courteoully informed chem of 
the whole buſineſs, brought them to the ſightof Stubbs ; who 


was locked up in a {mall Cell by himſelf, andan Iron Chain a- | 


- bout his Leg, and his head ſhaved (for it 15s the cuſtome there to 


{have all mad people.) When the Gentleman came in;they found 
him fitting in a melancholly fallen poſture : he would not {o 
much as look up or ſp:ak one word to them, tor the {pace of a- 
bove an hour, notwithſtanding they ſpoke very kindly to him, 
and asked him concerning his condition, and the caufes of his | 
Diſtemper, and promiſed him all the afhſtance and kindneſs that | 
lay in their power: at laſt this ſullen Spirit was overcome, and 
he began toenter intoa long diſcourſe of the Spirit within him, 
and that God had ſent himand his chree friends to break 1n pieces 
the. great-/2viathan of Rome. Now the Gentlemen quickly per- 
ceived his Spirit, and plainly diſcovered him to be no FER, 

ut 
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but a Quaker. They asked him concernin his other friends 
where they were? And withal promiſed to do their utmoſt for 
hisReleaſement, andſo giving the Keeper ſome Maney to be 
kind to their Country-man, they bid him farewel. . At eycning 
they went to the Inn to viſit the other three Quakers, and had 
much diſcourle with them, endeavouring to per{wade them to. - 
delift from this ſo hazardous and fruitztels an enterprize, and 
ſpeedi!y toreturnto their own Country,demonltrating the great 
dangers and inconveniences they would rhruft themſelves upon, 
if they did (till perſiſt, or any farther proſecute this fond and re- 
diculous undertaking , and ſo they parted. The next day they 
addreſſed to the Arch-Biſbop,'vho was pleaſed toentertain them 
with much civility and reſpeX. They returned humble thanks 
to his Grace for his gre atcare of their Country-man, in {ending 
him to ſuch a place where he was ſo well accomodated in all 
things in order to his Cure, and withal, repreſented to his Grace 
his condition, quality and Religion 3, and how that he was not a 
Mad-man, but one of thoſe Seaz4475 which in Ezeland are called 
Quaker. And withal, informed the Arch-Bii/hop and Canons, 
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how that party do deſire to appear differcnt from all onhers in 


their manner of ſpeech, their apparel, and manners. And alſo 
bumbly Petitioned his Grace for a Releaſement, promiſing with- 
in a'day or two to diſpatch them out of the Town z The Arch- 
Biſhop readily condelcended to all their demands, and preſently 

gave order that Stubbs ſhould be ſet at Liberty , which wes ac. 
cordingly performed. And the day following they all tour left 

the Town, and hafted their Journey to 7aly. 

When they came to 7:/ano in Zraly, they had another Enthu- 
ſiaſtical impulſe of Spirit. And now #Fohn Watſon, Nathani- 
el Golaenand Rowland Fenkins, who had hitherto been ſilent, or 
(as they expreſſed it themſelyes) humbly waiting at the feet ol 


Feſus ,. who had now given them command to begin to 


the Zwerlaſting Goſpel to the 7talians: Here Stubbs accompanied 
with his three friends, did now (as formerly at Zyons in France) 
upon S$un4sy enter the Domo or Cathedral of the City, and made 
a rent and publick diſturbance when they were in the heigth 
of their Solemnities. //at/oz began to make a diſcourſe in Zali- 
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Magiſtrate, who forthwith committed them all four to Priſon, 
but withal, gave order they ſhould be civily uſed , and lack for | 


nothing until further order 3 about four or five days after, they, 


were commanded to appear before the Governour of Mz him- 
felf, who was reſolved to have a full account of the matter. The 
Governour when he ſaw their uncivil behaviour ,_ their ſullen 
looks, and heard their wild diſcourſes , he preſently concluded 
them Mad-men, and gave order to have them confined and care- . 
tully lookedafter, and alſo appointed two Phyfitians to vilit 
them, and to do their utmoſt for their recovery. The Phylitians 
preſently made a viſit to the Hoſpital , and had a long diſcourſe 
with Z7atſon,(who ſpoke Ztalian well)ang then returned to the 
Governour to give him their judgemeats of the buſineſs, they 
told his Excellence that they were mad, as did evidently appear 
to them by their very countenance and manner of Diſcourfe : 
and that one of them(meaning Stubhs)had a manifeſt and ſignal 
token of his diſtemper, viz- his head was ſhaven according to 
the uſual PraQile of all Phyſitians in the world. They added al- 
{0 that they did verily believe they were Dutch-men , who made 
an eſcape from their Keepers. The Governour was well ſatisfied 
with this account the Phyſitians gave of the Quakers, and accor- 
dingly ordered them to take care of them , and let no means be 
wanting that might be uſed for their recovery, and that the 

ſhould be uſed with all tenderneſs imaginable. The Doctors all 
the time of their Impriſonment cauſing their heads to be ſhayen, 
letting them blood, and Purging them fo exceſſively, that Zor- 
aan after a fortnights confinement , being 1n a melancholly hu- 
mour, he gave up the Ghoſt. The other three by Purging and 
bleeding,were brought very low,the Phyſitians were very much 
diſheartned and did altogether diſpair of their recovery, and did 
ſignifie as much to the Governour, withal telling his Excellence 
that they ſuppoſed it was ſome Religions Melancholly that theſe 
men were afflicted with, and that it was inſuerable and not to 
be overcome by any Art, and fodeſired the Governour to releaſe 
them, which was accordingly performed ; And towards the be- 
ginning of Fuxe they leſt Mzlano and ſet forward for Pome ; for 
to eonvert the great Zeviathan the Pope. Fune 


(6) 

| Fune the 18 they came to Rozve , the place they fo much deſi- 
red to ſee, upon the Sunday following , they according to their 
old Cuſtome, entred a little Church called Sa» Zacome Scozza 
Cavalli,where /atſon made a fierce and zealous diſcourſe againſt 
the Babyloniſh 7dslatry of that City, and ſaid that the Pope, who 
was the an of Sin and the great Zeviathay , was, now to be 
cruſhed in pieces, and God had ſent them from the utmoſt parts: 
of the earth to convert that City , and to confound the Pope and 
all his Adherexts,and that now God would -pour out the full Vials 
of his wrath and fierce indignation upon them, and bring them: 
all to utter Ruin, ſbame and confuſion. 


The Conference of Cardinal Pool with the En gliſh Quakers, and how 
he brought them before the Pope. 


Theſe poor Qzaters had not beena Month in Rome, but the 
whole City took great notice of them,. and generally condoled 
their condition,as being diſtracted and far from their own coun-- 
ity? Fuly 6 Cardinal Pool hearing much of theſe mens frantick 
ations, was very deſirous out of curioſity to ſee them , and to 
diſcourſe with them ; hereupon he cauled them to be brought 
before him, and waspleaſed with much patience to diſcourſe an 
hour with them, and then civilly diſmiſſed them, and ſent them 
to their Lodgings. About two daysafter he made report to the 
Cardinal his Coulin, and to the Pope himſelf of what had hap- 
pened, and of the ſtrange enthuſiaſms of theſe 3 Engliſh Pazzs 

(for ſohe always termed thent) and how they had a great deſire 
to have ſorne conference with his Holineſs, and that they affir- 
med that God had ſent them to deliver ſome ſecret Revelations 
to him. The Pope at firſt was a little ſurprizedat the news, and: 
gave. order to have thein privately brought before him and the: 
two Cardinals. When they were adinitted into the preſence; 
FYLaiſon faluted the Pope with thys addreſs. At thou that Man- 
of Sin, that Antichriſt and great Leviathan, Ferily God hath raiſed. 
us uw» from the utmoſt parts of the Earth to preach the everlaſting 
Goſpe! ts thee, and to convert thee from thy Idolatrous errors and ſin: 
fil ways, unto the true way ana to the LightyeFc. The Pope was ama- 
zed. 
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dence , an 
common report had riot atall belyed them, but that they were 
very much diſtempered in their minds, ai:d dlitr (ted, and gave 
a ftrict command that none-{ſhuuld oiter aay vio'ence to them, 
but withal privately appointed ſome of the Engii |: Cull<dge to 
| perſuade thein to return home, or elſe to take charge ot ct}:cm 
4n their Colledge, and not let chem thus run about the City di- 
ſturbing-the people. This u as.cftecred noorndiog to the Popes 
deſire. tor about the end of Zuly, ſeeing how untu:ccelsful their 


endeavours had been, they reſolvedto leave that Babiloaian Ci- | 


| ty,and go preach the Goſpel to the Turks and Mabomctens. . In 
order thereunto, they touk Shipping tor Conſtantinople , where 
within two Months they ſafely arrived. 


They had not been above a fortnight in that great City, but 
they went into the Mahomerans Moſco's and 7emples,and cauled | 
eat tumult among the people. For this'offence they were cons | 


demned to be baſtinado?d, 7. e. to receive three hundred blows 
upon the ſvals of their Feet, which was accardingly executed 
with that extremity of rigor and cruelty, ſo that in few _ the 


putrified fleſh came off from the bones, which was a miſerable | 
Tpectable to behold. But this ſpirit of Quakeriſm had ſo Tranf- | 


ported and infatuated them, that they gor wooden Crutches,and 
once more went to their prophane Mſco*s, and cauſed a much 
greater difturbance then before. Hereupon the Turks were ſore 
 vexed, and prefently had them before the 1/»ufti himlelt., who 
forthwith in a great fury and rage paſſed this cruel ſentence up- 
on them, viz. That they were to have their hands chopt off, 
"their. Tongues cut out, their Eyes cut. out, and each Man to have 
a ſharp Wooden Stake run in at his Fundament , and ſo quite 
through his body, all which was accordingly put in execution : 
 Andfo theſe poor wretches after all their lufferings,ended their 
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